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SpecialistTM Sound Forge 

Keyboard Shortcut 
Reference 
 

Color Keycaps Coding 

The Specialist keyboard has color-coded 
keycaps to help you locate certain keys 
quickly. Each color represents a command 
category of the Sound Forge software. Refer to 
the Sound Forge user manual for a detailed 
explanation of the command categories. 

 

   File and window 

 Editing, Toolbar 

 Options 

 Magnification and view 

 Special transport, ACID tools, cursor 
movements 

 

Note: Always depress the modifier key(s) 
(Ctrl, Shift, Alt, Ctrl+Alt or Ctrl+Shift) first, 
and then press the desired shortcut key. 

 

File and Window 

Key Icon Action 

F1 Help Help 

F1 +Alt  Display the regions list 

F2 +Alt  Save as 

F3 +Alt  
Render current project file 
to a media file 

F4 
 

Repeat the last operation 

F4 +Alt Exit Exit the application 

F4 +Ctrl ⌧ Close the data window 

F4 +Shift 
 

Tile the data windows 

vertically  

F5 +Alt SF 
Restore Sound Forge 
window 

F5 +Ctrl 
 

Restore active data window 

F5 +Shift 
 

Cascade the data windows 

F10 +Alt 
 

Maximize Sound Forge 
window 

F11 +Ctrl 
 

Show/hide all docked 
windows 

N +Ctrl  Create a new data window 

S Tog Toggle current selection  

S +Ctrl 
 

Save data  

W +Ctrl ⌧ Close the data window 

Enter +Alt  File properties 

Editing, Tool bar  

Key Icon Action 

A + Ctrl  Select all 

C Com Insert command marker  

C +Ctrl  Copy the selected data  

D  
 

Select the next editing tool 

D +Ctrl 
 

Select the edit tool 

D +Shift 
 

Select the previous editing 
tool 

Del  Delete/clear 

E +Ctrl  Paste the clipboard contents 

F 
 

Crossfade data 

G +Ctrl GO 
Display the Go To dialog 
box 

Ins +Ctrl  Copy selected audio data  

Ins +Shift  Paste copied data 

K +Ctrl Prevu Preview cut/cursor 

K 
+Ctrl+Shift 

Pr-Roll Pre-roll to cursor 

Num 5  
Move cursor to beginning of 
selection 

Num 5 + Alt Time 
Show/set input focus to the 
Time Display window 

Num 5 + Ctrl  Select all 

P Pan 
Insert/show/hide pan 
envelope 

P +Shift 
 

Insert/remove pan envelope 

T 
 

Snap to time 

T +Ctrl  
 

Remove all data that is not 
currently selected 

V Vol 
Insert/show/hide volume 
envelope 

V +Ctrl  Paste data  

V +Shift 
 

Insert/remove volume 
envelope 

X +Ctrl  Remove selected data 

Y +Ctrl 
 

Repeat last process, effect, 
or tool 

Z 
 

Snap to zero 

Z +Ctrl 
 

Undo last action 

Z 
+Ctrl+Shift  

Redo the last undone action 

Magnification and view 

Key Icon Action 

0+Alt Data 
Set input focus to the 
waveform display in the 
active data window  

1+Alt Explorer 
Show/set input focus to the 
Explorer window  

2+Alt  
Show/set input focus to the 
Regions list  

3+Alt  
Show/set input focus to the 
Playlist/Cutlist window  

4+Alt Video 
Show/set input focus to the 
Video Preview window  

5+Alt Time 
Show/set input focus to the 
Time Display window  

6+Alt Play 
Show/set input focus to the 
Play Meter window  

7+Alt Hist 
Show/set input focus to the 
Undo/Redo History window  

8+Alt SpA 
Show/set input focus to the 
Spectrum Analysis window  

9+Alt 
 

Show/set input focus to the 
Plug-in Chainer window  
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J +Ctrl Max View with maximum width 

L +Alt 
 

Create a loop 

Q+Ctrl 
 

Zoom to selection or in full 

P Pan Insert/show pan envelope 

↑ 
 

Increase time magnification 
(zoom in) 

↑+Ctrl 
 

Zoom to selection or in full 

↑+Shift 
 

Decrease level 
magnification 

↓ 
 

Decrease time magnification 
(zoom in) 

↓+Ctrl 
 

Zoom normal  

↓+Shift 
 

Decrease level 
magnification 

Num 1 Explorer 
Show/set input focus to the 
Explorer window 

Num 1 + Alt 
 

Custom zoom 1 

Num 2 
 

Custom zoom 2 

Num 2 + Alt  
Show/set input focus to the 
Regions list  

Num 4 + Alt Video 
Show/set input focus to the 
Video Preview window  

Num 6 + Alt Play 
Show/set input focus to the 

Play Meter window  

Num 7 + Alt Hist 
Show/set input focus to the 
Undo/Redo History window  

Num 8 + Alt SpA 
Show/set input focus to the 
Spectrum Analysis window  

Num 9 + Alt 
 

Show/set input focus to the 
Plug-in Chainer window  

Enter +Ctrl Max View with maximum width 

Options 

Key Icon Action 

B +Ctrl 
 

Toggle auto snap to zero 

F6 +Ctrl 
 

Go to the next data window 

F6 +Ctrl 
+Shift  

Go to the previous data 
window 

F7 
 

Generate MIDI timecode 

F7 +Ctrl 
 

Trigger from MIDI timecode 

F8 
 

 

Q � Toggles loop playback mode 

Special transport, ACID tools, cursor 
movements 

Key Icon Action 

- 
 

Go to the previous sample 

- +Ctrl -10s 
Move 10 samples to prior 
cursor 

, +Shift 
 

Shift the selection left 

. +Shift 
 

Shift the selection right 

; 
 

Cut the current length in 
half 

; +Shift  
Rotate the audio to opposite 
end of the file 

‘  
Double the current selection 
length 

= 
 

Go to the next sample 

= +Ctrl +10s 
Move 10 samples to past 
cursor 

→ +1p Move one pixel right 

→ +Ctrl +10p 
Move ten pixels to past 
cursor 

→ +Shift  
Select to the next screen 
pixel 

← -1p Move one pixel left 

← +Ctrl -10p 
Move ten pixels to prior 
cursor 

← +Shift  
Select to the previous 
screen pixel 

End +Ctrl 
 

Move to end of the file 

Enter 
 

Pause playback 

Esc 
 

Stop playback  

F12 +Ctrl 
 

Pause playback 

F12 +Shift 
 

Plays the entire file 

Home +Ctrl 
 

Move to start of the file 

I  
Mark the “in” point of a new 
selection 

M  Insert marker 

M +Ctrl 
 

Mix a copy of the clipboard 
data with the current audio 
file 

Num *  Center the cursor 

O  
Mark the “out” point of a 
new selection 

O +Ctrl  Display the open dialog 

Pg Dn  +.1 
Move 10% of current view 
to prior cursor 

Pg Dn 
+Ctrl 

+1 
Move 100% of current view 
to past cursor 

Pg Up -.1 
Move 10% of current view 
to prior cursor 

Pg Up +Ctrl -1 
Move 100% of current view 
to prior cursor 

R Reg  

R +Ctrl 
 

Record data to a new or 
existing data window 

Spacebar  
 

Stop playback 

Spacebar 
+Ctrl 

� Play 

Spacebar 
+Shift  

Play the entire file 

 
 


